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Across Campus
Personalized Benefits Program
Implementation a Success
The Personalized Benefits Program,
for eligible faculty and staff, successfully
went into effect on January 1, 19')3.
"The implementation was successful
because we were able to meet all of the
guidelines that we set before developing
the plan," said Dave Veneklase, Benefits
Manager.
"We were able to develop a benefit
program that allowed for more flexibility, yet did not increase costs to the
University, did not reduce benefits, and
did not require additional staff to administer."
The faculty and staff who were eligible for the Personalized Benefits Program were allowed to choose from a
menu of benefit options for 19')3. The
program continued to offer all benefit
options that were previously available
with no increase in cost for participation.
In addition, several new options were
offered such as a new health insurance
plan, a new dental plan, and vision
coverage. The program also provided
reimbursement to those who chose to
"cash out'' of certain plans if they had
coverage elsewhere.
The program was also successful in
meeting the participation goals.
"In order to price the plans so they
would not increase the cost to the University, we had to estimate what percentage of people would select each plan,"
Veneklase said. "After enrollment was
complete, we found we had exceeded
our estimates in all the critical areas.
Several people chose to enroll in the
new health and dental plans."
The greatest increase in participation
occurred in the Flexible Spending Accounts. In 19')2, only 17 percent of
faculty and staff used the accounts. This
year, nearly 40 percent use the accounts,
probably because enrollment was made
easier by putting the spending accounts
on the same enrollment form as the
other benefit options. Those who use
the spending accounts save by not paying taxes on a portion of their income

used to pay eligible medical and dependent care expenses.
The program was made available to
faculty members and executive, administrative, professional, confidential clerical, and public safety staff members this
year. Contract language restrictions prevented the plan from being offered to the
bargained staff groups. "I look forward
to being able to offer this program to the
bargained staff members after their next
contract negotiations are completed,"
Veneklase said.

Grand Valley Alumnus
New Superintendent
David Koetje, a 1972 GVSU graduate,
was recently named the superintendent
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of the Grand Rapids Christian School
Association.
Koetje, who majored in social studies
at Grand Valley, received a master's
degree from DePaul University in Chicago.

Communications Professor
To Teach at Japan Center
For Semester
Joe Helgert, assistant professor of
communications, will be the first Grand
Valley faculty member to serve as a
visiting scholar at the Japan Center for
Michigan Universities in Hikone, Shiga
Prefecture, Japan.

continued on page 2

Coming Events
Holocaust Expert
To Speak Today
Nazi Holocaust expert Michael R.
Marcus will give two free public lectures
today; the first one on campus, the
second speech at the Eberhard Center.
Marcus, a professor of history at the
University of Toronto, will present his
first lecture, titled "The Nazi Perpetrators," at 12nooninRoom 102ofManitou
Hall.
The second lecture, entitled
"Auschwitz: Past, Present, and Future,"
will be presented at 7 p.m. in Room 215
of the Eberhard Center.
Marcus is the author of a number of
works on the Holocaust, including Vichy
France and tbejews, 7be Unwanted, and
7be Holocaust in History.
He received his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the University of California at
Berkeley and has lectured in North
America, Europe, and Israel. A fellow of
the Royal Canadian Society, Marcus has
been a Guggenheim Fellow and a visiting fellow of St. Anthony's College, Oxford.
The lectures are sponsored by the
Social Sciences Division and Joseph
Stevens Freedom Endowment.

For more information, contact William Baum, professor of political science,

extension 3443.

Orchestra Concert
Slated for February 21
The GVSU Community Orchestra will
present a concert at 8 p.m. on Sunday,
February 21, in the Louis Armstrong
Theatre.
Concertmaster Kimberly Kuha, a senior music performance major from Sterling Heights, will perform the "Concerto
in G Minor'' for violin by Max Bruch.
The orchestra winds and brass will be
featured in "Scherzo alla marcia" from
Vaughan Williams' "Symphony#S," and
the entire ensemble will perform the
Bach "Orchestral Suite #3 in D Major,"
and "Mysterious Mountain" by Alan
Hovhannes.
The concert is open to the public and
free of charge.

Job Fair to Be Held Wednesday
The West Michigan Career Connections Job Fair, sponsored by the Cooperative Education and Placement Office,
continued on page 2

@=
UNMASITY

Page2

foRIM

Across Campus
continuedfrom page 1
Helgert, who was one of six chosen
from 63 applicants across the country,
will be teaching a four-credit course
entitled "Strategic Japanese Communications," and continuing research on
Japanese advertising in the fall of 19')3.
Three of the visiting scholars will teach
in the fall of 19')3 and three will teach in
the winter of 19()3-94.
Helgert plans to continue his doctoral
research, which deals with technical
advertising in Japanese electronic markets. Specifically, he will study how
Japanese and foreign automobile companies advertise their products.
Helgert became interested in this topic
when he was a Product Promotion Manager at Motorola Semiconductor in Phoenix. "Motorola Semiconductor was involved in fierce competition with the
Japanese companies," said Helgert, who
looks forward to lecturing and researching in Japan.
"It's certainly an exciting opportunity
for me to continue my learning and
teaching experiences," Helgert added.
"lhe visiting scholar position ties into a
lot of things. This may contribute to the
establishment of a Grand Valley campus
in Japan."
As far as being chosen from the 63
applicants, Al Walczak, Directoroflnternational Studies said, "The competition
is nationwide and usually pretty stiff."
Although Helgert is the first GVSU
instructor to be chosen for the Japan
Center, several Grand Valley students
have attended in the past.
Helgert recently completed his doctor of philosophy degree in business
administration from the Union Institute
in Cincinnati, Ohio.
He has a master's degree in international management from the American
Graduate School of International Management (Timnderbird), and a master of
arts degree in speech communication
from the University of Iowa. Helgert's
academic interests include technical
copywriting and the use of computers in
advertising. His current research interests include content analyses of international advertisements and the history of
American advertising.

"We have a dozen or so international
semester-long programs now and I have
proposed a summer program, which is
now being considered by the International Studies Department," he said.

Spring/Summer Textbook
Requisitions Due February 26
Textbook requisitions for the spring/
summer sessions are due in the bookstore by February 26. Requisitions for the
fall semester are due by April 16.
Orders or inquiries for classes held on
the Allendale campus should be directed
to Donna Broucek at extension 3341.
Orders or inquiries for classes held in
Grand Rapids, and remote off-campus
locations (except Muskegon) should be
directed to Craig Thelen at the Eberhard
Center Bookstore, extension 6645.
Orders for classes held in Muskegon
should be directed to Rick Thompson at

the Grand Valley State Office at the
Muskegon Community College.

Grand Valley Resident Housing
Wins Honors
The GVSU Resident Housing Association (RHA) was selected as the member school of the year for 19')3 at the
Michigan Residence Hall Association
Conference held at Eastern Michigan
University on February 6. Some 200
students from 12 colleges took part in
this annual conference.
This is the first time the Grand Valley
RHA has been selected for school of the
year honors. In addition, the GVSU RHA
was honored for its school spirit and
involvement at the state level.
Also, Grand Valley student Mike
Medvecky (Kistler Hall) was named the
top Michigan representative by MRHA
for 19()2-93.

Coming Events
continuedfrom page 1
will be held from 10 a.m. to 1 :30 p .m.
Wednesday, February 17, in the Kirkhof
Center.
Some 30 to 40 employers offering
full-time and internship positions will be
available.
Faculty and staff are requested to
encourage their students to attend. For
more information, call the Cooperative
Education and Placement Office, extension 3311 .

Alumni Cage Game
To Be Held February 20
Grand Valley basketball players from
four decades (1960-90) are expected to
take part in the Men's Alumni Basketball
Game at 1 p.m. on Sarurday, February 20.
The game will precede the GVSUNorthwood University basketball game,
which will start at 3 p.m. in the Field
House.
The Department of Athletics is offering a special ticket package for the
February 20 game and the February 27
contest against Hillsdale. The package

includes five general admission tickets
for $10. Also, two Grand Rapids Hoops
tickets will be given away to faculty and
staff only. For more information, call
Dan Karpanty at 3265.

University Club Sponsors
Chicago Bus Trip
The University Club is sponsoring
a bus trip to Chicago on Saturday,
February 27.
The bus will make stops at the Water
Tower Shopping Mall, Art Institute, and
the John G. Shedd Aquarium.
The buswilldepartat8a.m. Saturday,
February 27, from Grand Valley's Lot F
(next to the Field House) and will leave
Chicago at 7 p.m. (Chicago time).
Club members and GVSU faculty and
staff are invited to sign up for the trip,
which costs $21 apiece .
Cost of admission at the Art Institute
is $6, while the Shedd Aquarium is $3($7
will include the new Oceanarium).
For more information, contact Michael
Woods, Affirmative Action Office, extension 2242.
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
John Adamopoulos, associate profes.sor of psychology, reviewed a book
written by R.W. Brislin entitled Applied
Cross-Cultural Psychology, in the "Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology," March
1993, Volume 24, Number 1, pp. 119122.
SUsan T. Franklin, adjunct faculty in
Health Science Department, presented a
poster titled "The Influence of Acquiring
the Family Eldercare role on Female
Employment Adaptation" and participated on a panel regarding "Mentorship"
at a meeting of the Gerontological Society of America in November in Washington D.C.
Richard A. Gonce, professor of economics, gave a lecture titled "The Austrians on the Market Process: Theory or
Description?" at a workshop titled "History of Economic Thought and Method-

Job Openings
Confidential and Supervisory derical Staff:
Human Resources Assistant, Human
Resources Office, $24,465-$33,960.

Oak Room Menu
Monday: Country vegetable soup,
cheese w /bacon soup, BBQ
chicken breast, spicy red skins,
broccoli, dinner roll, ham and
turkey supreme.
Tuesday: French onion soup, white
chili, pin wheel meatloaf, mashed
potatoes, mixed vegetables, dinner roll, chicken stuffed tomato.
Wednesday: Vegetable beef soup,
cream of broccoli, seafood stir fry,
wild rice, carrots dill, dinner roll,
Italian pasta.
Thursday: Chicken noodle soup, potato chowder soup, beef and
chicken fajitas, spanish rice, corn
Mexican, spinach and orange
salad.
Friday: Manhattan clam chowder
soup, chicken dumpling, orange
roughy Kramer, pasta romanoff,
mini croissants, smoked chicken
sandwich.

ology" on January 26 at Michigan State
University.
David Moore, News and Public Affairs
DirectorforWGVU AM/FM radio, judged
a segment of the Wisconsin Association
of Broadcasters annual awards competition. Moore reviewed two dozen entries
received from medium radio markets in
Wisconsin in the "Best Commercial Announcement'' category.
James R. Scott, associate professor of
physical education, co-authored an article titled• Anaerobic and Aerobic Power
in Arms and Legs of Elite Senior Wrestlers" in the lntemaJionaJ Journal of
Sports Medicine, December 1992. This
study was done at the U.S. Olympic
Training Center in conjunction with the
National Team Training Camp in January 1991. Aspiring Olympic Team members were tested to determine the rela-

tive contribution of arm and leg power
and endurance.
Mary Ann Sheline, research associate,
Coalition of Science and Mathematics,
presented a paper titled "Scientific Work
Experience Programs: University and
Corporate Collaboratives" at a meeting
of The Association for the Education of
Teachers in Science at its Annual Meeting
onJanuary '29 in Charleston, S.C.

Welcome
Bonnie L. Dawdy was hired as the
secretary for the Center for Philanthropy
and Nonprofit Leadership. Prior to coming to Grand Valley, Dawdy was a
fmancial word proces.sor with Beene,
Garter, and Co. for two years. She also
has worked for Old Kent Bank and Trust
and Amway Corporation.

Calendar of Events
Through Wednesday, March 3
Art exhibit, based on photographer David Plowden's book, "The End of an Era." Calder
Gallery, Calder Fine Arts Center.

Monday, February 15
12 noon: Lecture: Michael Marcus on "The Nazi Perpetrators." Room 102, Manitou Hall.
4-6 p .m.: Preparation for the GRE. Kleiner Commons B.
6 p.m.: Career Development-Financial Responsibilities Workshop, sponsored by Alpha
Phi Alpha. Kleiner Commons.
7 p.m.: Lecture: Michael Marcus, on "Auschwitz: Past, Present, and Future." Room 215,
Eberhard Center.
Tuesday, February 16
6 p .m.: Healing Circle Seminar, sponsored by Alpha Phi Alpha. Kleiner Commons.
7 p .m.: Denzel Washington movie series, sponsored by Delta Sigma Theta. Kleiner
Commons.
Wednesday, February 17
10 a.m.-1 :30 p .m.: West Michigan Career Connections present a Business and Industry
Job Fair. Co-sponsored by GVSU and Aquinas, Hope, and calvin Colleges. Kirkhof
Center.
12 noon: Intern-intern supervisor luncheon, sponsored by the Multicultural Center.
Sayfee's Restaurant, Grand Rapids.
1-2 p.m.: RN/AIDS support group. 152 Commons.
9:30 p.m. : Mid-Week Study Group, sponsored by campus Ministry. Commons, North
Dining Room.
Thursday-Sunday, February 1~21
10 a.m.: Men's and women's swimming. GVSU at GUAC championships, Saginaw.
Thursday, February 18
9-10 a.m.: Parent Effectiveness workshop. 152 Commons.
12 noon: Lunchbreak. Brian Dykstra in a piano rag recital. Free. Cook-DeWitt Center.
continued on page 4
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Calendar of Events
continued from page 3
Thursday, February 18
12 noon: Women's Luncheon, featuring Mable Thomas. Sponsored by Multicultural
Center. Kirkhof Center, Promenade Deck.
6 p.m.: Study skills workshop, sponsored by Alpha Phi Alpha. living C.enter Great Room.
6 p.m.: Women's basketball. GVSU at Ferris.
8 p .m.: Men's basketball. GVSU at Ferris.
Friday, February 19
10 a.m.: Men's and women's swimming. GVSU at GLIAC championships, Saginaw.
10 a.m.: Men's and women's track. GVSU at F.astern Michigan Invitational, Ypsilanti.
11 a.m.: Board of Control. Room 311, Eberhard Center.
12 noon: Wrestling. GVSU at Mideast Division II Regionals, Big Rapids.
Saturday, February 20
10 a.m.: Men's and women's swimming. GVSU at GLIAC championships, Saginaw.
10 a.m.: Men's and women's indoor track. GVSU at F.astern Michigan Invitational,
Ypsilanti.
1 p.m.: Men's Alumni basketball game.
2-4 p.m.: African American Quiz Bowi sponsored by MultiOJltural Assistants. Commons.
3 p.m.: Men's basketball. GVSU at Northwood University.
Sunday, February 21

10 a.m.: Men's and women's swimming. GVSU at GLIAC championships, Saginaw.
10:30 a.m.: Dialogue worship service. Cook-DeWitt Center.
2 p.m.: Concert. High School Honors Wmd Ensemble and Symphonic Band along with
GVSU Symphonic Wind Ensemble and Concert Band. Ron Hornish, Director. Free.
Louis Armstrong Theatre.
6:30 p.m.: catholic Mass. Cook-DeWitt Center.
8 p .m .: Concert. University-Community Orchestra, Lee Copenhaver, conductor. Free.
Louis Armstrong Theatre.
For information on sporting events, call the Sports Hotline at 895-3800. For confmnation
of music, theatre, and art events, call the Arts Hotline at 895-3610. calder Gallery hours
are 10 a.m. to 5 p .m. Monday through Friday (until 7 p.m. on Thursdays).

